Wordshop Bible Study Guide

Psalm 111:2  The works of the LORD are great, studied by all who have pleasure in them.

Me and My Big Mouth                     


          

June
Proverbs 6:2 
You are snared by the words of your own mouth, you are taken by the words of your mouth.

Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

VI. Our Mouth and Our Friendships

We all want meaningful friendships in our lives. We desire friendships based on loyalty and trust, which go beyond the acquaintance stage into life-long do anything for you types of relationships.What we say about our friendships and what we say to and about our friends will determine the fruit which we will enjoy in these special relationships. 

A. What do the following scriptures teach us about friendships?

1. Proverbs 27:5
2. Proverbs 27:17 

3. Proverbs 28:23 
B. The scriptures on the following page refer to open communication and honesty in our relationships. How can we communicate with our friends honestly without becoming hurtful or destructive? (See Ephesians 4:15a)

1. Which of the following would reflect your communication style with your friends:  Do you generally speak "truth in love" to your friends, do you "speak your mind" without thinking about the consequences or do you avoid certain situations and keep your mouth shut? Explain.

2. Briefly write out the following scriptures:

a. Zechariah 8:16, 17 (Message Bible if possible)

b. Ephesians 4:25
c. Proverbs 18:13
C. As friends we can easily get caught up in gossip and speaking words that don't bring life into the situation. What do the following scriptures teach us about destructive words?

1. Proverbs 18:17
2. Proverbs 16:28
3. Proverbs 16:23
D. Proverbs 17:9 says, He who covers a transgression seeks love, But he who repeats a matter separates friends.
1. What does it mean to cover a transgression? See also Proverbs 10:12.
2. What happens in a relationship when one friend gossips about another? 

3. How can we respond in a godly way to those who are gossiping?

E. The words of our friends are important in our lives at those times when we need encouragement and wisdom. Read Proverbs 20:18. How do the words of our friends help us?

F. Read Proverbs 25:11, 12. Thinking about how the words of our friends can bring wisdom into our lives, how have your friends words helped you at different times? 

G. Proverbs 12:26 tells us to choose our friends wisely. What qualities do you look for in your friends? Does the way a person talks to you and about others have an impact on your choices?

Psalm 141:3
Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth, keep watch over the door of my lips.   
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